
Appendix 2 
School Dog Policy 

Frequently asked questions 

Q Who is the legal owner of the dog and who pays for its costs? 
A The legal owner of the dog is Mrs Callaghan; she will bear the costs associated with owning 
the dog; the DESC provides public insurance insurance 

Q Is the dog from a reputable breeder? 
A Yes. The dog is from Sue Dillon in Foxdale, a local and reputable breeder 

Q Will the dog be a distraction? 
A The dog will be kept in the headteacher’s office. The office is separate from the classrooms / 
playground area to ensure the dog only comes into contact with children who are happy to 
have contact and have not been excluded from contact by parents, under strict supervision. 
The dog will also attend meetings with staff to support further socialisation, following 
consultation with staff beforehand 

Q Has a risk assessment been undertaken? 
A Yes, we have carefully considered having a dog in school and sought advice from many 
sources. The risk assessment has been agreed by the DESC and school governors 

Q Who is responsible for training? 
A Mrs Callaghan is the legal owner of the dog and as a result, is responsible for it’s training. 
Appropriate professional training will be obtained and will be ongoing as necessary 

Q How will the dog be toileted to ensure hygiene for all? 
A In the interest of health and hygiene our school dog will be toileted when taken out for short 
walks offsite. Our policy of no dogs in the playground is still applicable as we are unable to put 
effective control measures in place that guarantee temperament and safety when children 
come into unsupervised contact with unknown dogs. 

Q How will the dog’s welfare be considered? 
A The dog will be walked regularly and given free time. Parents will be able to give permission in 
advance to allow their child to be able to walk Rosco with a member of staff. The dog will be 
kept in the headteacher’s office and will only have planned and supervised contact with 
children and visitors. The dog will be carefully trained over a period of time and will have 
appropriate access to food and water. We will work carefully to ensure the dog’s welfare is 
always considered. 
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Q How will this be managed where children have allergies? 
A Children will not need to touch the dog, which will relieve the possibility of allergic reactions. 
Some allergies are already managed at school and this will be no different for children and 
adults that are allergic to dogs. Individual needs will always be met and we are happy to work 
with parents to put additional control measures in place for individual allergies. The breed of 
dog is known to be hypoallergenic, but this cannot be fully guaranteed. The dog is given a high 
quality food and regularly groomed to reduce any possibility of allergens. 

Q My child is frightened of dogs; how will you manage this? 
A Access to the dog is carefully managed and supervised. Children do not need to have close 
contact with the dog if this wish has been communicated by parents to us and to their child. 
We hope to work closely with parents of children who are fearful of dogs to alleviate their fear 
and to teach them how to manage this.
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